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beasts, we were obliged to build new homes; there
the forest, never touched by the axe since the crea-
tion, had to be cleared away; there, finally, not only
we, but the savages, had to construct fortifications, a
task pertaining to war. This was our occupation,
this our unceasing effort, — winter and summer
alike,—that we might at last render ourselves safe,
in this respect, and quite prepared to receive the
common enemy. We surrounded our position, not
merely with a wooden palisade, as hitherto had been
the custom, but with a closely-built stone wall, as
difficult to scale as it is easy of defense,—which
defies the enemy's torch, or a battering-ram, or any
engine of war which the Iroquois can employ.

But a far more laborious task remains, in pulling
out trees and preparing the ground for cultivation,
that its yield of grain, roots, and vegetables may be
sufficient to prevent famine — for on such food we
live here; we have no other beverage than cold
water. We have almost no covering., save the skins
of beasts, which nature furnishes without labor on
our part. We saved ten fowls, a pair of swine, two
bulls, and the same number of cows,—enough doubt-
less to preserve their kind. We have one year's
supply of Indian corn; the rest has been used for
Christian charity. However, the small amount
which I have mentioned has been saved, because
charity does not act blindly, and ought not to be so
lavish, especially in saving bodies, as to leave noth-
ing for our sustenance who must devote ourselves to
the cultivation of the faith, and to securing the salva-
tion of souls. But, though everything should fail,
never, God helping us, shall courage, hope, and
patience fail; for love can do all things, and endure


